Sunscreening agent intolerance: contact and photocontact sensitization and contact urticaria.
Reports in the literature of sensitization associated with many commonly used sunscreening agents including p-aminobenzoic acid (PABA), PABA derivatives, anthranilates, salicylates, cinnamates, benzophenones, and dibenzoylmethane derivatives are reviewed. Several of these case reports involved subjects with various photodermatoses, implicating enhanced sensitivity of the patient's skin to both light and chemicals. Despite the widespread use of sunscreens, the small number of published reports of contact and photocontact sensitization to these agents suggests that either such sensitization is less than commonly perceived or is underreported. Establishment of a registry for reporting adverse effects associated with sunscreening agents would help to characterize the incidence of sensitization.